
ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM 

DATE 

APRIL 17, 2014 

PLACE 

MACOMB COUNTRY CLUB 

5:00 P.M. 

SOCIAL HOUR BEGINS 

5:45 P.M. 

BUSINESS MEETING-TREASURER’S 

YEARLY REPORT AND ELECTIONS 

SLATE OF CANDIDATES: 

 PHIL WEISS 

 CANDACE MCLAUGHLIN 

 ARLENE HARHEN 

 GLORIA HURH 

 DAVID SELF 

 RICHARD VICK 

6:00 P.M. 

DINNER 

7:00 P.M. 

LECTURE BY DR. TRACY KNIGHT 

DINNER MENU 

 DINNER SALAD 

 CHOICE OF DELMONICO STEAK, 

CHICKEN THESSALY OR PASTA 

PRIMAVERA 

 ROASTED REDSKIN POTATOES 

 BROCCOLI 

 COFFEE, TEA, WATER 

 ASSORTED CHEESE CAKE 

DINNER $25 

RESERVATIONS FOR DINNER MUST   

BE RECEIVED BY                      

APRIL 7, 2014. 

  SPRING 2014 

ookmark 
the 

A quarterly publication 

of Macomb Public 

Library’s 

Friends of the Library 

Annual Meeting features Dr. Tracy Knight 

Professor, psychologist, author and lecturer Dr. Tracy 
Knight will speak at the FOMPL annual meeting and 
dinner on Thursday, April 17, 2014. In his presentation, 
“The Stories We Tell Ourselves,” he will discuss the 
effects our stories have upon us, how we fashion and 
revise them, and how we can enrich them by recognizing 
our roles as the authors of our own stories—stories which 
play a central role in shaping our lives. 

Dr. Knight was born and raised in Carthage, Illinois. He 
received his Bachelor’s  Degree in Psychology and his 
Master’s Degree in Community Mental Health from WIU. 
His Ph. D. in Clinical Psychology is from the Fielding 

Institute.  

Dr. Knight is a psychology professor at Western Illinois University, where he teaches 
graduate classes as well as directs the graduate program in Clinical/Community 
Mental Health and the university's Psychology Clinic. Prior to joining the WIU faculty in 
2001, he spent 24 years practicing psychology in group and medical practices. 

He also is a fiction writer and has published two novels and more than 25 short 
stories. Most recently, his story "Moths in Damp Grass" appeared in the anthology All-
American Horror of the 21st Century, and 2014 will see the publication of his first 
short story collection--Trace Elements--and the re-release of his novel The Astonished 
Eye. 

He is well known as an excellent public speaker. He has delivered the Hallwas lecture 
for the College of Arts and Sciences and more recently participated in the Last Lecture 
Series on the WIU campus. 

Dr. Knight’s presentation will follow the Friends’ annual meeting and dinner and is 
scheduled for 7 p.m. The public is invited, and there is no cost for the lecture. 

The upper level of the Macomb Country Club is handicapped accessible. Please let us 
know if you require the handicapped entrance so we can provide you with assistance. 

Friends of the Macomb Public Library 

2013-2014 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President Paula Wise 

Vice President Phil Weiss 

Secretary Candy McLaughlin 

Treasurer Arlene Harhen 

Board Members: 

Laura Egler • Gloria Hurh • Kate 
Joswick • Becky Parker • Karen Proulx  

David Self • Richard Vick 

www.macomblibraryfriends.org  

“Paws to Read” Theme of 2014 Summer Reading Program 

This summer the library will be 
a great place for kids to ‘paws’ 
and discover what’s available 
for their reading enjoyment. A 
range of free activities based on 
the theme “Paws to Read” are 
being planned, including a visit 
from Furry Friends Traveling 
Zoo of Princeton, Illinois. Local 
vets, Petland and the Animal 

Shelter will also be paying a 
visit. Every Wednesday at 10 
a.m. craft activities will be held 
for children ages 2-4 and 5-9. 

The program kicks off on June 1 
with a Game Day and balloon 
animal by Rick Brammer. 

Check in at the Children’s 
Library for more information! 
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President’s Report  
Dear Friends, 

I have been noticing lately how many of my conversations involve book discussions. 

My friends and I read books, talk about books, and pass books back and forth. We often reference something we have 
read when discussing other issues. I am not a person who recalls quotations from books but I tend to remember the 
feelings that a particular book evoked. Did the book make me think? Make me laugh out loud? Frighten me? (Usually I 
do not pick the books that frighten me!!!) Comfort me? Relate to a situation in my life? Sometimes it seems as though 
a book comes along at just the right time to help me take a different perspective or to provide support to someone 
else. 

I have always loved to read. I know this makes me sound old, but I certainly hope that young people are continuing to 
develop a love of reading. For some, books may be giving way to e-readers or even audio books but there is 
something about reading and learning things and even the beauty of a well-written sentence that I hope will never 
fade. 

Please join us at the Friends of the Macomb Public Library annual dinner meeting on Thursday April 17th and connect 
or reconnect with other book lovers!!  After the winter we have had, we need to celebrate. The registration form is 
included in this newsletter. It promises to be a wonderful evening.  

         - Paula Wise 

The Great Reads Book Club Schedule 
The Great Reads reading group has the following schedule for the remainder of the cur-
rent season.  The club meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 pm in the 
City Hall meeting room. 

April 9  Stedman, M.L.  The Light Between the Oceans Martha Norcross 
May 14 Landay, William  Defending Jacob   Becky Parker 

Mystery Book Club Schedule 
The Mystery Book Club meets in the City Hall Meeting Room from 7-8 pm on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. These are the remaining selections for the 2013-2014 Mys-
tery Book Club: 

March  26 Robinson, Peter  Watching the Dark  Charlie Mayer 
April  23 Tallis, Frank  A Death in Vienna   Bill Burton 
May  28 Jennings, Maureen Except the Dying     Lois Ganyard  

What can we do with books that aren't 
sold? This year, some went to a 
children's reading project and some to 
the train station, but many good books 
remained.  After sorting out books that 
could still sell, two new local options 
were generated by the Friends’ board 
for the left over books -  our local county 
jail and the 3R's Prison Project at the 

Galesburg prison. 

In December, McDonough County jail 
gladly accepted our donation of 
approximately 100 paperbacks. The jail 
can’t accept hardbound books but looks 

forward to more paperbacks from us. 

The board also contributed to a local 
branch of the 3R's Project (Reading 
Reduces Recidivism), a statewide effort 
to build library resources for 27 adult 
prisons in the state of Illinois. 3R's is a 
partner of Urbana-Champaign Books to 
Prisoners, and member of the Alliance 1
-11 coalition.  Rebekah Buchanan, our 
local representative for the 3R's project, 
indicated Galesburg Prison was sorely 
in need of reading material. Just before 
Christmas, Rebekah was given 
approximately 800 hard bound and 
paperbacks which she delivered to 

Galesburg for the prison library. 

Thanks to an abundance of local book 
donations to the Friends, we are able to 
first generate funds to enhance our 
library and then, to find other ways to 
pass on the gift of donations.  Please 
keep your donations coming during our 
remodeling period as the Heritage Days 

Book Sale is coming up. 

  - Becky Parker 

As cold weather forces many children to 
stay indoors and parents to search for 
ways to keep them entertained, the 
Macomb Public Library has expanded 
its children's video collection, thanks to 
a $500 donation from the Macomb 

Friends of the Public Library. 

The library has added 49 new DVDs 
encompassing a wide array of topics 
and appealing to a variety of ages from 
infants to teens. For the youngest 
viewers there are silly songs and sign 
language DVDs. For older children 
there are video adaptations of popular 
books such as Mr. Popper's Penguins, 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, and Percy 
Jackson Sea of Monsters among 
others. The library has also added 
many movies with a broad range of 
appeal such as Smurfs 2 and Lego Star 

Wars as well as classic Disney films. To 
search the library's movie collection or 
to learn more about the library and the 
programs it offers local children visit 

www.macomb.lib.il.us. 

The decision to donate to the children's 
video collection was made in response 
to the high number of patrons borrowing 
DVDs in the Children's Library. The 
Friends of the Macomb Public Library, 
whose board received a Macomb 
Quality of Life Award in 2013, provides 
a variety of services to the community 
library including funding the children’s 
summer reading program, purchasing 
additional copies of in-demand books 
and books on tape, providing free books 
for the train station, and delivering large 

print books to nursing homes.  

         - Laura Egler 

$500 Donation Expands Children’s Video Collection 

Friends Donate Books 
for a Cause 

http://www.macomb.lib.il.us/


 

Please return forms with payment to: 

Friends of the Macomb Public Library 

c/o Macomb Public Library 

235 S. Lafayette 

Macomb, IL 61455 

Or - 

Drop off with payment at the Library 

Friends of the Macomb Public Library   

Membership Form for 5/1/14-4/30/15 Would you like to serve on              
a committee? 

Date      Finance, Endowment 

     Children’s Department 

Name     Membership 

Address     Public Relations 

City  State           Zip                 Newsletter 

Telephone Email    Book Sale 

    Adopt-a-Shelf 

 I would like to receive a 
hard copy newsletter.  

  Other Enclosed is the following amount: 

 Individual $10.00   

 Family $15.00  I would like to contribute $  

 Supporting $25.00 Membership runs May 1 to April 30. Please make checks payable to : 

Friends of the Macomb Public Library 

235 S. Lafayette • Macomb, IL 61455 

 Sustaining $50.00 

 Patron $100.00 

The Macomb Public Library has many important projects in the works, and the Friends want to offer as much support as possible. 
To save the expense of printing and mailing AND to be kind to the environment, our newsletters are generally sent out via email. 
Please be sure to include your email address on the Application Form. If you don’t have access to email, please check the box 
requesting a hard copy of the newsletter. Think green and be frugal—get your newsletter by email.  Thanks! 

FRIENDS OF THE MACOMB PUBLIC LIBRARY 

ANNUAL DINNER APRIL 17, 2014—RESERVATION FORM 

NAME(S)     

DELMONICO STEAK—house cut rib eye seasoned & topped with herb butter # 

PASTA PRIMAVERA—vegetarian option of pasta and fresh vegetables # 

$ TOTAL NUMBER DINNER RESERVATIONS                        at $25.00 per person = Total Amount 

 MEMBERSHIP DUES 5/1/14-4/30/15 (complete form below & enter amount here $ 

 Total Amount Enclosed for Dinner & Membership $ 

Please check here if anyone in your party requires use of the handicapped accessible entrance         

Transportation to the handicapped accessible entrance will be available. 

RSVP BY APRIL 7, 2014 FOR DINNER RESERVATIONS 

CHICKEN THESSALY—char-grilled breast topped with sun dried tomatoes & goat cheese    # 

DINNER IS BUFFET-STYLE WITH THESE ENTREES (please indicate choices): 



Dust continues to build up during the 

remodeling of the Carnegie Building Phase 1. 

Walls are being painted on the second floor. 

Duct work is installed in the attic to heat and 

cool the second floor though it will not be 

“hooked up” until the new addition is 

completed as the furnaces are located in the 

new addition. The 

sprinkler and fire 

alarm systems are 

being installed. We 

found another dome 

in my old office when 

the ceiling was 

removed. The old 

boiler room is no 

more. It has been 

filled with sand and 

rock to bring it up to 

floor grade. The walls 

in the mystery cave, 

romance room and westerns/large print have 

been removed and steel has been installed to 

shore up the second floor. This new “one 

room” will be our new multipurpose room. 

The old “coal bin” has been uncovered and 

will be filled in to make it grade level. The 

contractor is now working on the first floor 

cutting concrete trenches for the sewer pipes. 

This trench project closed the children’s 

library ramp entrance. Entering the children’s 

library is now available through the back 

parking lot door for the next few days. The 

spiral staircase has been removed and the 

door opening on the 

second floor has been 

replaced with a 

window. Original 

windows have been 

uncovered behind 

bulletin boards on the 

first floor and 

staircase and will be 

left exposed for 

additional light. 

Preliminary finish date 

of Phase 1 is 

expected to be in May 

2014. When finished the children’s library will 

be moved into the Carnegie Building and the 

current Holmes Building will be demolished 

for a new 2 story addition (Phase 2). I am 

looking forward to an Open House of the new 

facility by Thanksgiving 2014. 

Friends of the Macomb Public Library 
c/o Macomb Public Library 
235 S. Lafayette 
Macomb, IL 61455 

Reservation Form for 

2014 Annual Meeting 

Enclosed! 

Construction Update from Library Director Dennis Danowski 

Second floor before remodeling. 

Second floor ready-to-paint with domes 

exposed 

New multipurpose room under construction with brick 
walls removed from the mystery cave, romance section, 

and large print rooms. 


