
We are very excited about this year’s ever-
popular book sale as we’ve had MANY new good 
condition, quality donations of books and 
media! We will continue with one very large tent 
for the majority of the sale contents. But, do not 
forget to check out the Library Annex which will 
handle all of the media and a number of 
specialized books such as oversized books on 
arts and crafts, gardening/landscaping, history, 
classics, humor/cartoons, graphic novels, and 
much more including a large selection of 
cookbooks. The event will start with a preview 

sale – the Members Only Half Price Sale – on Thursday June 22. (See the box below for 
details.) Membership levels start at $10, and forms for joining will be available at the 
preview sale. The sale will end with a bag sale from 3 to 4 pm on Saturday June 
24.  Please join us and promote our event as it is our most important fund raiser for the 
Macomb Public Library. 

VOLUNTEER HELP IS NEEDED!! 

Here is YOUR opportunity to participate by volunteering in a variety of ways.  We need 
MANY people to set up/take down on Thursday and Saturday as well as volunteers to 
work when the sale is active. Becky Parker and Elisa Rasmussen are coordinating 
all activities. All volunteer activities will be at the Library Annex, 109 E. Jefferson 
St. Check the VOLUNTEER SCHEDULE below and email parkers@macomb.com 
stating when you are available to help. If you volunteer for sales times and prefer 
straightening/stocking books rather than working the sales table, please indicate that. 

Wed., June 21: 10 a.m. Putting up tents, moving tables.  
   Elisa is in charge. We could use extra people for this  
   preliminary set up. 

Thurs., June 22: 3:00 to 4 p.m. Prepare boxes of books for display in subject areas. 
   Bring cookies for volunteers and the Open House. When everything  
   is set up, browse & buy for the 1/2 price sale/open house. 
   6 p.m. Close tents after the sale.  

Fri., June 23:  8:15 a.m. to 9 a.m. Prepare the tents and books for sale. 
   Sales and stocking/straightening books are needed in 2 hour blocks 
   8:15 a.m. to 10 a.m. Noon to 2 p.m. 
   10 a.m. to Noon 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

Sat. June 24:  8:15 a.m. to 9 a.m. Prepare the tents and books for sale. 
   Sales and stocking/straightening books are needed in 2 hour blocks 
   8:15 a.m. to 10 a.m. Noon to 2 p.m. 
   10 a.m. to Noon 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

    EXTRA HELP is needed from 4-5 p.m. to return books to the Annex. 

Heritage Days Book Sale June 23 and 24 
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Volunteer Schedule 

At-A-Glance 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 21: 
10:00 am        Put up tents, move                     
          tables/some books 

THURSDAY, JUNE 22: 
3:00 pm Help in setting 
 books out for sale 

4 pm-6 pm Members Only Open 
 House, 1/2 price sale 

FRIDAY, JUNE 23: 

8:15-9 am Prepare sale area 

9 am-4 pm Book Sale open to 
 public 

SATURDAY, JUNE 24: 

8:15-9 am Prepare sale area 

9 am-4 pm Book Sale open to 
 public 

3 pm-4 pm Bag Sale 

4 pm-5 pm Pack & remove books 

Summer 2017 

YOU ARE INVITED!!! 

Thursday, June 22, 4-6 p.m.    •   Members Only:  1/2 PRICE SALE  & OPEN HOUSE 
Meet fellow Friends of the Library Members and share recommendations for good books as you get 

a pre-sale look at the merchandise, 4 to 6 p.m. Your membership allows you a dozen books at half 

price and an unlimited number at full price. Don’t forget to check out the adjacent Annex building 

as it will house many books as well as media. Plus, there will be cookies donated by members and lemonade provided by 

the library. This is fun and a super deal. If you’re not already a member, this is a great time to join. 

JOIN 

US 

The Children’s Books are always a 
hot spot during the sale. Readers of 
all ages can find enjoyable 
entertainment for the long days of 
summer vacation. 



President’s Report 
With the recent deaths of Arlene Harhen, who had served as treasurer of the Friends of the 
Macomb Public Library as well as Loaves and Fishes, and Gil Belles, who has been a 
contributor to many many organizations and projects around town including  the Friends of the 
Library, it is difficult not to pause for a time and to think about what is important in life.  

Certainly, I believe that it is important to give what you can to improve the lives of others. Some 
people function as caretakers of individuals who can no longer take care of themselves or who 
need a bit of assistance. Others give their time and talents to organizations –locally or on a 
wider scale. Still others donate books, food, clothing, and money to help those in need.  All are 
important contributions. 

I urge you to look around your home, your community, and well beyond and see how you can 
help. Your family, friends, neighbors, and so many others need you and your talents!! 

         - Paula Wise 
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Sixty people attended the Friends of the Macomb Public 
Library (FOMPL) Annual Dinner April 13 at the Macomb 
Country Club. A social hour was followed by a brief business 
meeting. President Paula Wise called the meeting to order 
and introduced the current FOMPL Board Members, the 
Macomb Public Library Board members, Director of the 
Library Dennis Danowski, and Carol Clemons acting liaison 
between the two library boards. 

Wise announced long-time FOL board treasurer Arlene 
Harhen would be resigning from the board due to health 
reasons. We currently have 139 paid memberships. 
Appreciation was expressed for the book sales core crew of 
Sam and Becky Parker, Elisa Rasmussen, and Phil and 
Margene Weiss. It was reported that many unsold books 
found homes at various non-profit organizations. President 
Wise’s annual report highlighted some of our activities during 
the year noting that book sales took in more than $10,000 for 
the 10th year in a row and that in-house sales had been 
expanded. Other contributions by the Friends over the past 
year included: providing funding for additional audio books 

and for graphic novels for the Children’s Library as well as for 
various other activities in the Children’s wing, supporting two 
book clubs, providing weekly reviews of books in the Voice, 
stocking free books at the train station, and donating 
paperbacks to the county jail. It was noted that memorials 
made to honor FOL member Sue Mayer were put to use in 
the construction of a Free Little Library located next to the 
Annex. Dave Miller donated his time to design and build the 
library. 

Under new business, the slate for nominees to the board for 
terms through 2019 was approved unanimously. Members 
who were renewed were Laura Egler, Kate Joswick, Becky 
Parker, Karen Proulx and Paula Wise. Desiree Dye was 
elected to take the seat of Arlene Harhen through 2018. She 
will also assume the duties of board treasurer. 

After the business meeting and dinner Dr. Ginny Boynton, 
Professor of History at Western Illinois University and well-
known lecturer, presented her program “Farmerettes and 
Factory Inspectors: Women’s Roles in Illinois During World 
War I. 

Ginny Boynton Addresses the 24th Annual FOMPL Meeting  

FOL Founding Member and Current Treasurer Arlene Harhen Dies 
Founding member of the 

FOMPL Arlene Sue 
Harhen, 64, passed 
away on Wednesday, 
April 26, 2017, with 
her family and her 
two cats by her side.  

Arlene was born 
September 24, 1952, 

in Chicago, a daughter 
of James and Ann 

Harhen. Surviving are two 
sisters, Joyce (Roger) Eads, 

Normal, and Nancy Harhen, Chicago. She 
was preceded in death by her parents 
and a sister, Susan Cole. 

Arlene was raised in Chicago and 
graduated from Kennedy High School in 
1970. She earned a degree in literature 
from Western Illinois University in 1974. 

On January 2, 1977, Arlene began her 

banking career at Citizens Bank in 
Macomb and worked there in various 
positions until her recent illness. 

Arlene was proud of her community and 
did volunteer work for local charitable 
organizations. She also had enjoyed 
bicycle riding, running and hiking in the 
countryside around Macomb. 

Arlene served as treasurer at the first 
FOMPL annual meeting in 1995 and 
served in that position almost 
continuously until she became ill, leading 
the rest of us number-challenged board 
members through the nuances of a 
budget. She helped organize the first 
book sales and told tales of single-
handedly scouring for storage places for 
unsold book inventory. 

With her long-term support of library 
programs it is obvious that Arlene was a 
book lover. She was also a great 

aficionado of movies and had amazing 
recall of obscure scenes and dialogue. 
Her quirky and quick wit, fierce 
intelligence and loyal support of her 
community, family and friends have 
formed a lasting legacy. 

Memorial donations may be made to the 
Friends of the Macomb Public Library. 

Friends of the Macomb Public Library 
2017-2018 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President ............................. Paula Wise 

Vice President ....................... Phil Weiss 

Secretary .................. Candy McLaughlin 

Treasurer ........................... Desiree Dye 

Board Members: 
Laura Egler • Gloria Hurh • Kate Joswick 
Becky Parker • Karen Proulx • David Self 

Richard Vick 

www.macomblibraryfriends.org  



Great Reads Schedule for 2017-2018 

 Date   Author        Title     Discussion leader 

July 19  Griffiths, Elly       The Crossing Place    Bev Braniff 
  (Pot Luck with the Mystery Book Club at Kim Cunningham’s, 321 E. Grant.) 

Sept. 13 Vance, J.D.       Hillbilly Elegy: A Memoir about a Family Becky Parker 
          and  Culture in Crisis     

Oct. 11  Trevor, Noah       Born a Crime    Lois Ganyard 

Nov. 8  Backman, Fredrick      A Man Called Ove    Kim Cunningham 

December: Joint Social Meeting with the Mystery Book Club, details TBA 

Jan. 10 Patchett, Ann       Commonwealth    TBA 

Feb. 14 Johnson, Adam       The Orphan Master’s Son   Mary Elizabeth Vos 

Mar. 14 Hazelgrove, William Elliott    Madam President: The Secret Presidency Gloria Hurh 
          of Edith Wilson   

Apr. 11 McEwan, Ian       The Children Act    Polly Upton 

May 9  Huxley, Aldous       Brave New World    TBA 

Great Reads is an adult reading/discussion group sponsored by the Friends of the Macomb Public Library.  From September through May 
(except for December) it meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Library Community Room. Books are avail-
able at the Library, through inter-library loan or can be ordered from New Copperfield’s. 

 Mystery Book Club Schedule for 2016-2017 

Date  Author              Title     Discussion Leader 

July 19  Griffiths, Elly       The Crossing Place    Bev Braniff 
  (Pot Luck with Great Reads Book Club at Kim Cunningham’s, 321 E. Grant.) 

Sept. 27 Perry, Anne       The Face of a Stranger   Alice Robertson 

Oct. 25  Goldsborough, Robert      Murder in the Ball Park   Phil Weiss         

Nov. 15* Kreuger, William Kent      Blood Hollow            No leader 

December: Joint Holiday Party with Great Reads, details TBA 

Jan. 24 Gardner, Erle Stanley      The Case of the Velvet Claws  Phil Weiss   

Feb. 28 Castillo, Linda       After the Storm    Margene Weiss 

Mar. 27 Gerritsen, Tess       Last to Die     Sue Zendt 

Apr. 25 Sandford, John       Invisible Prey    Polly Upton 

May 23 Matthews, Francine      Death in the Off Season   Mel Kerr 

The Friends of the Library Mystery Book Club meets from 7-8 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month (*except November) in the 
Library Community Room. It is a discussion group of reading adults who read the books ahead of time and come to share views. A 
member serves as a discussion leader. There are no dues, just conversation and occasional treats. Books are available from New Cop-
perfield’s and the library. New members are welcome at any meeting.  
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Friends’ Board Elects Officers 
for 2017-2018 

At its May 1 meeting, the FOMPL 
Board elected officers for 2017-2018. 
The slate of President—Paula Wise, 
Vice President—Phil Weiss, 
Secretary—Candace McLaughlin and 
Treasurer—Desiree Dye was 
unanimously approved. 

With the advent of summer many people 
find themselves on the go -- cook outs, the 
pool, camping trips, and for many, a long-
anticipated vacation far away. Fortunately, 
being away from home does not have to 
mean being far from the library. 
The Macomb Public LIbrary offers 
eBooks and eAudioBooks through 
its online services. 

Your library is a member of the 
Resource Sharing Alliance NFP or 
RSA.  RSA is a consortium of libraries in 
Central Illinois that share a common 
library automation system.  RSA facilitates 
sharing of materials among its member 
libraries providing readers with access to 
materials from up to 193 different libraries. 
RSA has two different eBook & 
eAudioBook vendors integrated into 
RSAcat, OverDrive and Baker & Taylor.  If 
you have ever downloaded an eBook from 

Alliance Digital Media Library (ADML) site, 
you have used OverDrive.  If you have 
ever downloaded an eBook for the eRead 
Illinois site, you have used Baker & Taylor. 
These services allow Macomb Public 

Library users to download ebooks 
to their Kindle, Nook, iPad, or 
other e-reader; or download 
audiobooks to their iPods or 
computers. In order to access 
these services simply log in with 

your Macomb Library Card to download; 
stop by the library for your card number 
and PIN if you don't know them. The 
library's ebook page offers help on getting 
your ereader set up! 

With the Macomb Public Library, one may 
travel far from home but never be far from 
great books. Go to www.macomb.lib.il.us/
ebooksaudio.html and start your journey 
today!   - Laura Egler 

Take Your Library With You This Summer! Friends’ Supporter Gil 
Belles Dies 

Gil Belles, 76, died on 
May 25, 2017. While 
at WIU, Gil taught in 
the history and RPTA 
departments and was 
honored with a host of 
awards. He was 
involved in many 
campus activities and 

supported numerous community 
organizations, including FOMPL. His 
contributions will be sorely missed. 

http://alliance.lib.overdrive.com/


Friends of the Macomb Public Library 
c/o Macomb Public Library 
235 S. Lafayette 
Macomb, IL 61455 

Summer reading will get a bit of an update this 
year, with a focus on STEM careers and 
activities.  This year, participants will have more 
flexibility with a Pre-Readers program 
recommended for children 0-6 years old and a 
Readers program recommended for children 7 

–13 years old.  The Pre-Readers 
will track books with a goal of 30 

books read to them over the summer, and the 
Readers will track time, with a goal of reading 
15 hours over the summer.  This will allow 
parents to pick the program that works best for 
their child depending on if they are an 
independent reader, or reading with help.  
Young Adults will get their own reading 
program this year in the form of a BINGO card 
with recommendations for different genre, 
formats, and reading challenges.  

Our weekly story time schedule will remain 
much the same, with some guest readers in STEM fields.  
We will be continuing our Pokemon League during the 
summer, and adding videogaming to bring more children 
into the library.  We are also conducting two craft times on 
Wednesdays to reach more children, and to offer different 
crafts for younger and older children.  

We will end the Summer Reading Program with a Party in 
the Park!  On Sunday, July 30, all children who completed 

their reading goals will be rewarded with a party in 
Glenwood Park complete with lawn games, refreshments, 
and a prize raffle.  

Baby Time:  Mondays at 9:30 am for children ages 0-3 years 
old plus a caregiver. 

Preschool Story Time featuring Guest 
Readers:  Tuesdays and Thursdays at 10:00 
am for children ages 3-6 years old. 

Messy Makers:  Crafts for children ages 1-5 
years old on Wednesdays at 10:00 am 

Mighty Makers:  Crafts for children ages 6-10 
years old on Wednesdays at 2:00 pm 

Pokemon League:  June 6, June 20, July 18 at 
4:30 pm 

Videogaming:  Thursdays from 2:00-4:00 pm  

Movies @ Your Library:  June 16 and July 21 
at 10:00 am 

Absolute Science Demo Show:  June 28 at 7:00 pm.  STEM 
fun for the whole family. 

Clever Camoflage:  July 7 at 10:00 am.  
Animal camouflage for fun and survival. 

Party in the Park:  July 30 from 3:00-5:00 

pm for all SRP finishers.   

Young Readers Will be “Reading by Design” This Summer  


