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The one-day Better Book Sale on 
Saturday, September 8, needs 
volunteers. Shifts are: 

 7:45 a.m.  
MANY volunteers needed. Meet at 
the Library Annex, 109 E. Jefferson 
St., to load small boxes. Extra 
trucks, vans or station wagons are 
also needed. 

 8:15 a.m.  
Display books in boxes at Chandler 
Park. 

 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
Sell or restock books. 

 10 a.m. to Noon 
Sell or restock books.   

 Noon to 2 p.m. 
Sell or restock books. 

 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
Sell or restock books 

 4 p.m. 
MANY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED at 
the park to pack and move small 
boxes to trucks and to unload at 
the Library Annex. 

Saturday, September 8, between 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. is a great time for book lovers 
to find a range of better condition books 
and media while they enjoy the Gazebo 
Art Festival in Chandler Park.  Many new 
good-condition donations have come in 
since the Heritage Days book sale 
including a large number of 
children/youth books and an extensive 
amount of DVDs and CDs. The sale 
includes subject areas such as: fiction, 
science fiction/fantasy/horror, history and 
biography, religion and philosophy, 
wellness (psychology, health, humor, 
etc.), children/youth books, cook books 
and nonfiction. 

The sale is a fair weather sale only, so it 
will be cancelled if persistent rain, 
beyond a slight drizzle, occurs. 

Saturday, September 8, we need 
volunteers to help with the Better Book 

Sale at Chandler Park.  We need the most volunteers at the beginning and end.  One or 
two sales people are needed during the regular sales times. 

Becky Parker and Elisa Rasmussen are co-chairs for the sale. To volunteer, 
email Becky Parker parkers@macomb.com. 

Macomb Mayor Mike Inman and TSPR’s 
Emily Boyer and family enjoy the 2017 sale 

VOLUNTEERS 
NEEDED 

On July 9 Becky Parker, co-chairperson of 
the FOL Book Sales, received the Macomb 
Centennial Morning Rotary Club’s annual 
Service Recognition Award. She was 
nominated for the award by Paula Wise, 
FOL President and Rotary Club member. 

The recognition was mainly a celebration of 
Becky’s many years of coordinating the 
FOL Book Sales (now with Elisa 
Rasmussen) and selling over $10,000 a 
year of books and media for seven years in 
a row. After the sales, she has worked to 
“recycle” unsold books to a variety of social 
service agencies. Becky also serves on the 
FOL board. In addition to her work with the 
FOL, Becky has volunteered reading for the 
visually handicapped through Radio 
Information Services for over 20 years. She 
is secretary to the Anna L. Parker Club and 
treasurer for the Macomb Feminist 
Network. 

Congratulations, Becky, on a lifetime of 
service! 

Parker Recognized by Rotary Club 

Becky Parker receives the Service Recognition 
Award from Rotary Club President Ted Renner 

• The Macomb Public Library has started another 
project to improve the looks and functionality on the 
outside of building. This project will be a patio in 
memory of Bill Burton with benches and flowers located 
under the globe light in the north side parking lot. The 
old patio was also located in the same general area 
but was small. The plan is to double the patio space. 
In order to accomplish this memorial patio, the library 
is in need of additional paver bricks. If you have 
any bricks that you are not using, the library would like 
you to consider donating them to the patio project. The 
library is looking for several hundred additional bricks 
to make the project complete. The Friends of the 
Library have already purchased the benches. There 
will be wireless internet available on the patio. Call 

309.833.2714, email  library@macomb.com or stop by. 

• The Library has received a large donation of DVD 
movies and all genre of CD music. The library staff are 
inventorying the over 1000 items and checking for 
duplications. The staff will catalog the items as time 
permits, and place them in our collection on a rotating 

basis to keep our collection fresh. 

News from our Library Director 

mailto:parkers@macomb.com


From The President  
It’s back to school time in Macomb and though I always looked forward to starting another 
school year (and writing in new notebooks), going back to school meant I had to switch my 
reading habits. Suddenly, I had to read books that other people i.e., teachers/professors 
decided I should read rather than just browsing the library and picking out what I wanted 
to read. 

There were required books I loved and there were those I loathed (anything by Herman 
Melville and Joseph Conrad!!). I never cared for science fiction or adventure stories but I 
nearly always enjoyed plays, biographies about women, as well as historical books that 
showed how people lived at various points in history.  The only book I couldn’t get through 
was Billy Budd – those were the only Cliff’s Notes I ever bought. 

I know this shows my biases but I am delighted that the field of education now seems to 
acknowledge the importance of diversity and emphasizes a more balanced approach in required reading.  I 
hope all of you who are going back to school this fall as teachers or as students have a terrific year of lots of 
good experiences and great reading!! 
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Paula Wise 

Over the years, The Friends of 
the Macomb Public Library have 
purchased a number of Great 
Courses –DVDs that address a 
wide variety of topics designed 
to make you feel as though you 
were sitting in a college 
classroom for a semester. We 
are excited to announce that we 
are in the process of purchasing 
a Great Course by one of 
Western Illinois University’s 
professors, Dr. Jennifer 
McNabb. Dr. McNabb is a 
History Professor at WIU as well 

as chair of the WIU Department of History.  Her Great Course, 
entitled “Renaissance: The Transformation of the West” is a 
series of 48 lectures each  approximately 30 minutes in length 
providing “a holistic , comprehensive view of the Renaissance 
that will show just how impressive and truly influential it was – 
focusing on  epic transformations in politics, spirituality, 
philosophies, economics and societies” according to a recent 
press release.  Dr. McNabb has taught at WIU since 2005 and 
has won many awards for her engaging teaching style. She 
was the presenter at the Friends of the Macomb Public Library 
Annual Dinner a few years ago.  She also is a very popular 
instructor for the L.I.F.E. program. At the launch party for her 
Great Course, held Saturday August 11, 2018 at Copperfields 
Book Sellers, Dr. McNabb described the various steps 
involved in being chosen to develop a Great Course as well as 
the arduous preparation needed to write and present that 
much material. We know you will enjoy this Great Course! 

Our Great Courses Collection at our library holds over 60 
titles. Here is a sample listing of the courses: 

• God and Mankind: Comparative Religions 
• Lost Christianities: Christian Scriptures and the Battles Over 
Authentication 
• 12 Essential Scientific Concepts 
• Analysis and Critique: How to Engage and Write About 
Anything 
• Biological Anthropology: An Evolutionary Perspective 
• Biology: The Science of Life 
• Buddhism 
• Change and Motion: Calculus Made Clear (2 volumes) 

• Chaos 
• Consciousness and Its Implications 
• Cosmology: The History and Nature of Our Universe 
• Dutch Masters: The Age of Rembrandt 
• Earth’s Changing Climate 
• Economics 
• Einstein’s Relativity and the Quantum Revolution: Modern 
Physics for Non-Scientists (2 volumes) 
• Experiencing America: A Smithsonian Tour Through 
American History 
• Experiencing Hubble: Understanding the Greatest Images of 
the Universe 
• Great American Music: Broadway Musicals 
• Great Scientific Ideas That Changed the World 
• How the Earth Works (4 volumes) 
• How to Listen to and Understand Great Music 
• Lifelong Health: Achieving Optimum Well-Being at Any Age 
• Museum Masterpieces: The Louvre 
• My Favorite Universe 
• Mysteries of Modern Physics: Time 
• Optimizing Brain Fitness 
• Origins of Life 
• Our Night Sky 
• Philosophy as a Guide to Living 
• Practicing Mindfulness: An Introduction to Meditation 
• Science and Religion 
• The Everyday Gourmet: Rediscovering the Lost Art of Cooking 
• The Everyday Gourmet: The Joy of Mediterranean Cooking 
• The Everyday Guide to Wine 
• The Foundations of Western Civilization (4 volumes) 
• The Great Tours: Greece and Turkey from Athens to Istanbul 
• The History of the United States 
• The Joy of Mathematics 
• The Other 1492: Ferdinand, Isabella, & the Making of an Empire 
• The Other Side of History: Daily Life in the Ancient World 
• The Science of Self 
• The Terror of History: Mystics, Heretics, and Witches in the 
Western Tradition 
• The United States and the Middle East, 1914 to 9/11 
• The Vikings 
• Understanding the Human Body: An Introduction to Anatomy 
and Physiology (2 volumes) 
• Understanding the Mysteries of Human Behavior 
• Understanding the Secrets of Human Perception 
• Writing Creative Fiction 

McNabb Work Added to MPL Great Courses Collection 
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Great Reads Schedule for 2018-2019 

Date   Author        Title     Discussion leader 

Sept. 12 Kalanithi, Paul and       When Breath Becomes Air   Kim Cunningham 
  Verghese, Abraham            
Oct. 10 Jordan, Hillary       Mudbound     Sandy Shearer 

Nov. 14 Millard, Candace      Destiny Republic: A Tale of Madness, Morris Vos 
          Medicine and the Murder of a President 

December 12: Joint Social Meeting with the Mystery Book Club, details TBA 

Jan. 9  Grann, David       Killers of the Flower Moon: The Osage Polly Upton 
          Murders & the Birth of the FBI 
Feb. 13 Towles, Amor       A Gentleman in Moscow   Mary Elizabeth Vos 

Mar. 13 Ng, Celeste       Little Fires Everywhere   Mirian Swisher         
Apr. 10 Hannah, Kristin            The Great Alone    Becky Parker 

May 8  Wingate, Lisa       Before We Were Yours   Alice Davenport 

Great Reads is an adult reading/discussion group sponsored by the Friends of the Macomb Public Library.  From September through 
May (except for December) it meets on the second Wednesday of each month at 7:00 p.m. in the Library Community Room. Books are 
available at the Library, through inter-library loan or can be ordered from New Copperfield’s. 

Mystery Book Club Schedule for 2018-2019 

Date  Author             Title     Discussion Leader 

Sept. 26 Galbraith, Robert      The Cuckoo’s Calling   Sue Zendt 

Oct. 24 Leon, Donna       The Temptation of Forgiveness  Phil Weiss         

Nov. 28 Penny, Louise       Glass Houses            Alice Robertson 

December 12: Joint Holiday Party with Great Reads, details TBA 

Feb. 27 Connelly, Michael      The Brass Verdict    Peggy Calvert 

     ?  Atkinson Taylor, Phoebe    The Octagon House   Lois Ganyard 

The following titles do not yet have moderators or dates chosen: The Indian Bride, Karin Fossum; Rhymes with Fool, 
James Courter; Angels Flight, Michael Connelly; Rough Country, John Sanford. 

The Friends of the Library Mystery Book Club meets from 7-8 p.m. on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the Library Community 
Room. It is a discussion group of reading adults who read the books ahead of time and come to share views. A member serves as a 
discussion leader. Books are available from New Copperfield’s and the library. 

Co-Chairs Becky and Elisa are 
particularly happy with The Heritage 
Days Members Only Pre-Sale (1/2 
price for a dozen books) which 
exceeded all previous sales in spite 
of a short burst of showers. This 
year's total sales were $6,683.50, 
slightly lower than last year's 
Heritage Days sale. A special thanks 
to our corporate sponsor, Citizens 
Bank, for their contribution to our 
large tent which made book 
shopping well protected from sun 
and showers.  

The sale proceeds will be reinvested 
in the Macomb Public Library. A 
special thanks to all the volunteers 
who made this event successful! 

Keep donating those good 
conditioned books, CDs, DVDs, 

and audio books for future sales. 

Heritage Days 
Book Sale Results  

Every Saturday, The McDonough 
County Voice prints reviews written by 
local readers. In the column, area 
residents write 3-5 sentence 
descriptions of books they want to 
share, including a brief summary of the 
book and the reason they liked or did 
not like it. This column is one way the 
Friends of the Macomb Public Library 
encourage reading and book discussion 
in our community. Please consider 
submitting a review for publication. We 
encourage articles from any age group, 
toddlers through adult. The book does 
not have to be current, recently read, 
or held in the library. Share your 
opinions with fellow readers in our 
community. They will be happy that 
you did! 

Reviews may be submitted by sending 
your name, occupation or grade level, 
book author and title, and a brief 

statement about the book and why you 
liked it either to the Macomb 
Public Library or to Kate Joswick, 1161 
Debbie Lane, Macomb, or                   
k-joswick@wiu.edu. 

THANK YOU! 

Friends of the Macomb Public Library 
2018-2019 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

President ....................... Paula Wise 

Vice President ................. Phil Weiss 

Secretary ............ Candy McLaughlin 

Treasurer................ DeSiree Walton 

Board Members: 

Gloria Hurh • Kate Joswick 
Becky Parker • Karen Proulx 

David Self • Richard Vick 
Alison & David Vawter 

www.macomblibraryfriends.org  

What Are YOU Reading? 
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Friends of the Macomb Public Library 
c/o Macomb Public Library 
235 S. Lafayette 
Macomb, IL 61455 

Library Activities for the Young and the Old(er) 
This summer we really proved that 
reading can take you anywhere by taking 
events to Chandler Park for Little 
Lunchers, the YMCA Child Care Center for 
a special Julie K concert, and Ball Fore 
for the Sunday Fun Day party.  We had 
excellent summer reading participation 
with 432 sign-ups, and 260 program 
finishers.  Readers, children 7-12 years 
old, logged 165,000 minutes read and 

Pre-Readers, children birth to 6 years 
old, logged 5,520 books.  In addition, the 
day camps from Catch a Star and Wesley 
Child Care made reading part of their 
daily program and received books for 
their center classrooms as a reward.   

The library hosted programs nearly daily, 
including Baby Time on Mondays, Story 
Time on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

Pokemon League on Tuesdays, Messy 
Makers and Mighty Makers on 
Wednesdays, and Videogaming on 
Thursdays.  We also held two movie days 
and two large programs, Robot Dance 
Party and Julie K.  Our most popular 
program was Messy Makers, a story time 
and craft program for children ages 3-6.  
The meeting room was routinely packed 
with children and caregivers and extra 
tables were needed for crafters.  It was 
wonderful!  The Julie K concert marked 
the first time the library collaborated with 
the YMCA Child Care Center.  Their large, 
fenced-in yard was the perfect place for 
an outdoor concert, and the children at 
the center greatly enjoyed the concert as 
well.  Celebrity readers were another big 
part of summer reading and included 
Mayor Inman, Rachel Lenz of the 
Macomb Park District, and Sheriff Nick 
Petitgout among others. 

Now that summer reading is over for 
2018, we will clean up supplies, catch-up 
on other work, and start planning for 
summer 2019! 

Adult Activities coming this fall in 
our library: 

Adult Coloring moved to the second 
Monday of the month, except for October 
and November 2018 due to holiday 
closures. Join us for fun while socializing 
and listening to relaxing music, for ages 

16 years and older, from 2-4 pm. It cures 
the Manic Monday for sure! The dates 
are September 10th, October 15th*, 
November 19th*, December 10th, 
January 14, 2019, February 11th,  March 
11th, April 8th, and May 13th. (*Third 
Monday due to holiday closures.) 

Adult Winter Reading Program is coming! 
Stay tuned, watch Facebook, Twitter, 
and our Webpage for upcoming details.  

There will be at least one new program 
over the winter months.  

Additionally, there is a running list of new 
authors added since January, 2017 in the 
New Books Binder at the Circulation 
Desk. It seems to help when you want to 
try something different. Stop by and look 
it over. 


